Molecular architecture of helicoidal proteinaceous eggshells.
I will not attempt to summarize this chapter, which is already a summary. I merely wish to point out that experimental and theoretical evidence to date clearly suggests that antiparallel beta-pleated sheet dictates self-assembly in helicoidal proteinaceous eggshells. Molecular details of this process have started to become clear after the development of the specific, most probably correct, protein structural models in the case of the silkmoths, where amino acid information is available and with the help of several experimental techniques. However, for people seeking universal mechanisms the picture should still be far from complete. Several analogous systems should be studied before providing final answers.